Name: Melissa Way
STORY BOXES
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Enduring Idea (Big Idea): Stories: Recognizing our personal stories helps connect us with others
Lesson Title: Story Boxes
Grade/Class: 7th grade
Time Allotment: 7 50-minute periods
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
OVERVIEW:
1. Lesson summary: Students will use clay techniques to create a ceramic “story box” that will be covered with symbols and carvings that tell about the student’s personal story. They will then fill the box with personal items or objects that define them to create a personal museum in their symbol box. 
2. Artworks, artists and/or artifacts: Ancient Egyptian tombs (sarcophaguses and wall murals); Kente cloth (colors and patterns); Adinkra (symbols); Jean-Michel Basquiat 
3. Key concept(s): 
a. Similarities between our stories connect us to others
b. Our personal story can be told through objects
c. Symbols can express a lot about us and our story
d. Learning about other’s personal stories allows us to connect to them
4. Essential Questions:
a. What symbols could you use to tell your story?
b. Why are our personal stories important to connecting with others?
c. How can objects tell stories about our lives?
d. Why is it important to know other people and their stories?
5. Standards 
a. 9.1.8: Arts and Humanities: Production Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theater, and Visual Arts: GRADE 8
i. 9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works in the arts.
ii. 9.1.8.H: Demonstrate and maintain materials, equipment and tools safely at work and performance spaces.
1. Explain issues of cleanliness related to the arts.
2. Demonstrate methods for storing materials in the arts.
b. PA Standards for other disciplines: 1.4.7: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening: Types of Writing: GRADE 7
i. 1.4.7.B: Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g., letters, descriptions, reports, instructions, essays, articles, interviews)
1. Use relevant graphics (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs).
6. Interdisciplinary connections:  Students will look at the concept of story in the sense of their own personal story, as well as various methods of storytelling, which connects to what they are learning in their English and Language arts classes. Instead of using word to tell their story, they are broadening their understanding of the concept by learning about visual storytelling.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
OBJECTIVES:  How will students demonstrate: (Observable, measurable action verbs-see Bloom’s Taxonomy) Three to five is appropriate. At least one in each category. 

The student will...
1. Knowledge
a. Students will demonstrate knowledge of clay terms and tools through an “explorer’s field note” page in their explorer’s log, where they “collect” clay terms and techniques throughout the lesson to help students learn, remember, and use proper clay terminology and rules.
2. Skills? 
a. Students will create a “story box” out of clay, at least 6”x8”, and decorate it with at least five different symbols relating to their personal story, while utilizing at least three clay techniques.
b. Students will collect at least five objects that tell their personal story and put them into their “story box” to create a personal museum.
c. Students will complete a brainstorming page in their explorer’s log using different symbols that express themselves and their story. They must have a minimum of seven symbols brainstormed, and at least five must be used on their story box. They will also have to select at least 3 colors to use on their box.
3. Dispositions? 
a. Students will discuss why they selected the objects they did for their “story box” and what they saw in other’s story boxes that led to a connection in a two page journal entry. This may include sketches and other visual elements.
b. Students will demonstrate respect and good behavior when using the clay and clay tools, by only using them appropriately and for their intended purpose to show their responsibility for their work and materials.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
ASSESSMENT: How will you be assured that your students know each objective?

1. Pre- 
a. Journal entry about story and symbol
2. Formative- 
a. Students will complete a series of journal entries to be graded throughout the project
b. Students will complete 2 brainstorming sheets related to the concept and decoration of their box.
3. Summative
a. Students will participate in a gallery walk (observed). They will be graded for respectful responses to other students, as well as having their finished project in the gallery walk.
b. Students will fill out a story box scavenger hunt sheet, to get them thinking about the connections they can make through their stories. They will be graded on completion and effort.
c. Rubric/grading scale: Students will have their projects be graded on a rubric to make sure they covered all of the parts of the project satisfactorily. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES: How do you sequence instruction (actions) to facilitate learning?
You should include a time line for each day of the lesson that includes the following:

Day 1
1. Motivation/Engagement: 
a. As students enter the classroom, I will hand each of them a blank journal, which will be their journal for the class. Once all of the students have arrived and are seated, I will say “Welcome! Today you are all explorers, and what I’ve just handed you is going to be your explorer’s log or journal. Inside it, you will record your journey through this art room. So, to start off our thinking before we get to our explorer’s log, I want you to think about the word “story.” What does it mean? If I say “personal story,” how does that change that definition? What are some ways you can tell a personal story?”  I will write personal story on the board, and ask students to share what they came up with. Students will state their definitions, and then come to the board write their answer underneath “Personal story.”
b. After we establish what personal story is, I will ask students how they can share their personal stories. After they share several ways, I will tell the class that symbols are a great way to do it; they can tell a lot about you. I will show examples of various symbols and their meanings, and then I will give students some things to think about when choosing a symbol to represent themselves. I will say “ I want you to draw a symbol to represent yourself  and your personal story in your explorer’s log.”
i. Do you have a favorite sport?
ii. A favorite story?
iii. A favorite fruit/food?
iv. A favorite animal?
v. A favorite plant?
vi. If you could choose anything in the world to represent you, what would you choose? Why?
2. Development:  
a. Students will enter the room and sit down at their tables. I will say “welcome, explorers! Today we are going to investigate the At their tables students will find folders, which I will tell them are not to be opened yet. I will tell the class that today they are explorers. I will go on to explain that today we will be looking at symbolism and stories, by looking at how symbols have been used to tell stories throughout history. I will give each table a sheet of questions to answer at each of the five stations (sarcophagi, Egyptian wall paintings, Kente cloth, Adinkra cloth, and Jean-Michel Basquiat). The groups will have 5 minutes per station to answer the questions on their sheet. They will first try to answer the questions without opening the folders, using only their own observations and impressions to answer them. After 2 minutes at a station, I will tell the groups that they may open their folders to find out if their initial responses were correct, and to change or update them if need be. After each group has repeated this process through all of the stations, we will gather back together as a class. I will ask the students some debriefing questions about the stations (what did they have in common? How did the symbols tell a story? Could you understand each story? Which did you like the best? Can symbol and color be the same thing?) (5 minutes/station). 
b. After looking at symbolism and how it is used by artists, I will introduce the lesson. IN the case of Jean-Michel Basquiat, we can lean about him through the symbols that he used in his artwork. Adinkra and Kente cloth tell a whole story just through colors and coded symbols.  I will discuss sarcophaguses and burial rituals in Egypt as they relate to showcasing personal story. I will say that the ancient Egyptians believed that their pharohs would travel to the land of the dead, and would need all of their personal items, etc. Then I will talk about how in addition to all of their possessions, pharohs and other ancient Egyptians would have murals that told about their life story on the walls in their pyramid, celebrating their achievements in life. Specifically hit on sarcophaguses: How they were decorated, etc. I will tell students that we will be doing a similar thing; we will create story boxes that will tell their own story, using surface decorations and at the end, they sill bring in “artifacts” to create a personal museum in their story box. I will tell students that the objects they bring in should tell us a story about them. It shouldn’t be random objects, but things that are important to them, or represent them or their personality. I will tell them that we will create the story box out of clay, and then fire and paint it. Each story box will be covered with symbols that represent the student, or that tell the student’s personal story. Each student should use at least 5 symbols on their box. 
c. We will look back at examples of how symbol can be used to express story in the beginning of class. Students will use that knowledge to begin sketching out and writing down ideas of symbols that they think could represent them. I will tell students “Explorers record all kinds of things in their journals, especially interesting things that they find. We spent the last class looking at various symbols and how they are used. I want you to use that knowledge; either choose or create at least 7 symbols that you think represent you, and three colors that relate to you.” Students will draw out symbols that they like, and that they think represent them. Students must draw at least 7 symbols and list 3 colors they like or think relates to themselves. (10 minutes)
3. Culmination/Close: 
a. As students think about what they learned about symbols and stories, they will write a short journal entry (several sentences) defining in their own words what “personal story” is. 
b. When they are finished, they will hand in their journals and folders. I will tell them “For next class, I want you to keep thinking about symbols that you think represent you. And don’t forget, you’re also explorers, so I want you to keep a look out for other symbols that you might see in your everyday life for inspiration.” 
Day 2
1. Motivation/Engagement: Students will come into the class room to find the materials and artists from the stations the day before posted on the project board. We will do a quick Thumbs up, Thumbs down Q and A about what we learned about symbols the day before. (5 minutes)
a. A symbol represents something else (thumbs up) 
b. A symbol can only be an object representing something else (thumbs down)
c. A symbol has to be a drawn image (thumbs down)
d.  Symbols can be anything you want them to be (thumbs up)
e. Symbols can have multiple meanings (thumbs up)
f. Symbols have to be directly related to their meaning (thumbs down)
2. Development: 
a. I will quickly go over what the project is just to remind students; I will say we are creating story boxes, using symbols and objects to tell a story about ourselves
b. After students have finished their symbol pages in their log/journal, I will hand out lumps of clay to all students to begin to play around with it, get used to it, try some things, experiment, play around. While students explore the medium, I will discuss clay rules with them. Together as a class, we will create a class list of what rules we think we should have while working with clay and clay tools. I will stress that that is a privilege that they need to keep. (10 minutes)
i. Clay rules: 
1. Keep clean-use canvas/board to help keep clay off tables
2. Return all tools to their proper places at the end of class
3. Use all tools correctly (ie only for clay)
4. CLEAN CLEAN CLEAN: Wash off tools, wipe down tables, check floors, etc
5. Proper storage of clay—wrap piece in plastic bags and seal so it doesn’t dry out
c. I will call students to a table to demo some starting clay techniques and clay tools. When students come to the table, I will have them bring their lumps of clay with them, and put them back in the bag so they don’t dry out, and students aren’t distracted. I will specifically talk about scoring and slipping as a fastener. I will say “Now that we’ve decided on clay rules, and you’ve had some time to play with it and figure out how it works a little, I’m going to show you how to connect clay, some options for carving it, and some other things you can do with it..” I will start out with scoring and slipping. I will say “If you want to connect two pieces of clay together, there’s a special trick to it. You can’t just stick them together, or smoosh them together, because while it might look like it’s working now, once the clay is dried and fired it either won’t stay together, or will break very easily. So to make boxes that are sturdy and will last, we’re going to use a technique called scoring and slipping. Scoring is the when you disrupt the surface of the clay by scratching marks into it (demonstrate) so that it will stick together. You want to make the surface rough so there’s something to hold on to. Don’t forget to do both surfaces; pretend the surfaces are in love and they want to hold on to each other, so both of them want to be able to grab the other one.” I will then demonstrate slip, saying “slip is like glue for clay. It helps the two pieces stick together. Make sure you get it all over; It’s okay if it oozes out of the edges, you can always clean that up later by wiping it off the eges.” I will also demo rolling out a slab of clay with a rolling pin. I will tell students “If you want tom build a box, you need flat pieces of clay to use. Making pieces like that is pretty simple. You just take your lump of clay,  and start to flatten it out with your hands. Once you get it to be about as thick as your finger, you can start to roll it out using a rolling pin. Then when you have it the thickness you want, you can cut it out to whatever shape you want to.” (10 minutes)
d. Students will return to their seats to continue playing with the clay (they will grab a chunk as they return to their seats). I will say “I want to see you experiment with scoring and slipping to connect two pieces of clay, and I want to see some textures going on, as well. Get some ideas today so you can use them next time when we start on our final pieces.” (5 minutes)
3. Closure:
a. Students will learn how to clean up from having clay out. We will discuss washing things in the sink, where and how to store projects, where to store clay tools. I will say “Clay is a lot of fun, but it takes a lot of clean up. So we have to learn the proper clean up routine. First, we DO NOT want to get clay down the sink. So if you have a lot of clay on your hands, or at your seat, get a paper towel to wipe it up, and then throw that away before washing your hands or using a sponge. Same for clay tools. If there’s a lot of extra clay on a tool, you need to wipe that off before washing it with water. Also, if you have extra clay that is still wet and good to use, put it back in the clay bin, don’t throw it out. If it’s just a small piece, or if its dry, then put it in the slip container. (10 minutes)
b. After students have cleaned up clay things, we will have the remainder of the class (7-8 minutes) planning our boxes. I will tell students “You now know a little bit more about clay, so you can start planning your box based on that knowledge. What shape do you want it to be? Keep in mind that you need to be able to cut it out of a slab. Is it going to be a square? Rectangle? Triangular? Also, you can look back at your symbol page in your journal to start planning where you want to place your symbols.” 
Day 3
1. Motivation/engagement: I will ask students what they remember about working with clay. I will say “I am looking for at least five things that you remember from last class that are important when working with clay. What are some things we discussed? How do you care for your tools? How do you connect two pieces of clay? How thick can you make a piece of clay?”  (5 minutes)
a. Possible answers:
i. Clay needs to be wrapped in plastic so it won’t dry out
ii. Clay cannot be washed down the sink
iii. Clay can’t be thicker than your finger or it will explode in the kiln
iv. Scoring and Slipping is how you attach clay (describe process) 
2. Development: 
a. After the clay review, I will call students up by table and give them a slab of clay. I will say “This is just what you get to start. You can come up and get more if you need to. As you’re creating your boxes, make sure you think about what these boxes will hold. They should be about the size of the reference stencils” (see attached). “Also, as you’re building these, don’t forget to think about what symbols you’re going to use. Make sure those symbols represent you somehow.” 
b. After receiving their clay, students will get out their lists of symbols that they made, in order to look at their symbols and decide which ones they want to use to decorate their boxes. The students will begin by constructing the box shape out of a slab of clay. The students will have the whole class period to work on their boxes, and may begin craving their symbols on the surface. (40 minutes)
3. Culmination/closure: 
a. Students will leave their unfinished pieces on the table to have an in progress mini gallery walk while they clean up. I will say “As you walk around the room, take a look at what your class mates are doing. I see lots of similarities, and lots of unique ideas. Do you see any boxes that remind you of your own?” 
Day 4
1. Motivation/hook: 
a. I will let students know that this is the last day to work with the clay, so they MUST finish their sculpting their projects this class period. The rest of the day will be a workday for their sculpture. I will say “Today it is very important that you finish all of your work on your boxes, so that I can fire them for next class. So what things do we need to have on our finished boxes?”
i. Symbols (5 different symbols, carved)
ii. Solid joints (using scoring and slipping)
iii. Size (about 6”x8”) 
2. Development: 
a. After this, the students will have the rest of the period to continue to work on their boxes and finish them. If a student finishes early, they may either add more symbols to their box if they wish, or they may start on the object brainstorming sheet.
b. I will hand students a brainstorming sheet about what objects they think define them that they would include in their personal museum. I will tell the students “Now that you’ve started on your boxes, I want you to think about what they will hold. They are boxes that hold a tory specific to you, so your “personal museum” as we’re calling it, should continue to tell us about you. What kinds of objects can you bring that are important to you? What can they tell us about you?” (5-7 minutes)
3. Closure: 
a. I will tell students to refer back to their journal pages where they listed colors along with their symbols. I will say “Start to think about what colors you want to use on your box. Don’t forget, those colors should represent you as well.”
b. I will also tell students “Also, now that you’ve started to think about what objects you want to put in your personal museum, you can start to collect them and bring them in.” 
Day 5
1. Motivation/hook: I will start out by saying to the class “Your clay boxes have been fired! So today we will start to paint them. But first we’re going to talk about painting, and everything that goes along with that. But before we start, everyone will get their fired box and take it back to their seat.” I will release students by table to go find their boxes. Students will collect their fired sculpture and return with it to their seats. 
2. Development: 
a. As students put their boxes at their seats, I will call them over to the middle, where I will be sitting ready to give a demo. I will ask students to tell me what they know about using paint; I will do a painting demonstration, stressing the importance of color choices to their story. I will do a quick refresher demonstration for color mixing, asking the students “If I wanted to make (fill in the blank with secondary color), what two primaries do I need to mix?” I will also go over general rules for acrylic (don’t get it on clothing, properly washing out brushes, etc.)
b. Students will begin to paint their boxes, using colors that they selected whose meanings are a part of their personal story. Students should also take care not to obscure any of the carving they did in the clay when they paint it.  They will have the whole class period to work on it.
c. While students are working, I will introduce the other part of the project to students; Students must bring at least 5 personal items or objects to fill their story boxes with. I will say “Your five objects should relate to you and your personal story
3. Closure: 
a. Students will start clean up 5 minutes early so that they have time to begin another journal entry. They will write a mini reflection on the symbols and objects they chose to use for their story box, and what their reasoning or meaning to their choice was.
b. I will tell students “When you go home, you can start collecting those objects that you just wrote about and bring them in next class. The class after next class is when we will look at all of our finished boxes, so you MUST have all your objects by then. Remember, this is a part of your piece of art.”
Day 6
1. Motivation/Hook: As students enter, I will say “Don’t forget, this is your last day to work on your box. If you have your objects, I have bags for them so you can put them next to your sculpture on your class shelf. As you get started painting, don’t forget that you can mix colors. Also, keep in mind what each color means. You can refer to your sketches in your journals at any time.” Students will hop right in, going and getting their supplies from the supply table by themselves. 
2. Development: 
a. This is the student’s last day to work on their sculptures, so they will have the entire period to work. I will be walking around the room to give assistance as it’s needed. 
b. If a student finishes early, I will assign them a special job to help with clean up (clean up sink area, wash out brushes, tidy up supply table, etc.) If the students finish their job early, then I will ask them to create some symbols of their own design in their journals. They should consider what the meaning of the symbol is, and how they portray that (or don’t) through the design of the symbol. 
3. Closure: Students will clean up their area, wash out brushes, etc. If the students didn’t get to finish their journal entry from the last class, they should also finish that journal. While students are finishing the journal entries, I close by reminding students that if they forgot to bring their five objects for their story box, they MUST remember to bring them for the next class when we will have our critique. I will say “We will need to be able to see your objects with your box so we can get the full story you’re presenting about yourself.”
Day 7
1. Motivation/hook: Students will get out their finished sculpture and place it on the table, or floor, or where ever they want to display their personal story museum. They will have some time to arrange it as they want it. (5-10 minutes) 
2. Development: 
a. I will bring the students all back together, and tell them that this critique is different; we are going to have a scavenger hunt. I will hand out the scavenger hunt sheets (see attached) to the students, and we will read over them (“what you’re looking for is…” etc). I will give the students about 10 minutes to look around the story boxes and search for connections on their scavenger hunt. 
b. After, we will all return to our seats and discuss our findings with the scavenger hunt. (did you find boxes with some similar items to yours? Colors? Symbols? What could you tell about the artist from their box? How did you arrange your own story from your box?)
3. Closure: Students will write a reflective journal entry about the connections that they found while looking at other people’s stories. They should list one connection they made, one thing that surprised them, and one thing they are wondering about from someone’s story box.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
PREPARATION:

1. Teacher research and preparation:  	
a. Research: 
i. Egypt:
1.  http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/egtb/hd_egtb.htm
2. http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/galleries/ancient_egypt/room_61_tomb-chapel_nebamun/nebamun_animation.aspx
3. http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/theme/egypt04.htm 
ii. Kente Cloth: http://kente.midwesttradegroup.com/history.html#anchor985264  
iii. Adinkra Cloth: http://iweb.tntech.edu/cventura/adinkra.htm 
iv. Jean-Michel Basquiat: 
1. http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/basquiat/street-to-studio/english/home.php 
2. http://www.biography.com/people/jean-michel-basquiat-185851 
3. http://visionaryartistrymag.com/2011/04/jean-michel-basquiat-the-controversial-art-prodigy/ 

b. Vocab:
i. Symbol- something that stands for or represents something else; object representing something abstract
ii. Symbolism- use of symbols in a writing or artwork to mean something else
iii. Personal Story- your own experiences that make you who you are; the story of your life
iv. Scoring and slipping- clay technique used to connect two pieces of clay
v. Embossing and stamping- techniques of putting a texture onto clay
vi. Kente cloth- traditional Ghanaian cloth made by weaving; it’s bright colors and patterns have meanings
vii. Adinkra cloth- traditional Ghanain cloth made by stamping symbols on to fabric; each symbol has a meaning, so the fabric can have a message
viii. Sarcophagus- decorative Egyptian coffin, often covered with images of what the deceased would do in life.
2. Instructional Resources: 
a. Color: http://www.incredibleart.org/lessons/middle/color2.htm 
3. Student Supplies:
a. Clay
b. Slip containers
c. Clay tools 
d. Acrylic paint
e. Paintbrushes
f. Water cups
g. Paper towels
h. At least 5 objects for their story box/personal museum
4. What changes, if any, did you make to the lesson? What would I change or modify the lesson for next time? (Fill this in after you have taught the lesson)
5. How will you adapt this lesson to meet the needs of students with challenges or students who already have a basic working knowledge of the topic being taught? (At least three possible modification)

a. Auditory impairments: the student would sit towards the front of the class so that they have a better chance of being able to hear. Additionally, I will make sure to have additional visual resources for the student, and position myself so that they can read my lips as I am teaching, and see other visual cues. There will be a visual listing of the steps and procedures that they can refer back to.
b. ADHD: For students who have ADHD, I will incorporate many different activities into my hooks and lessons. For instance, there is an in-progress gallery walk, which gives students the opportunity to get up and move around. In addition, have a separate supply table give students another reason to get up and move if they need to. There will be a visual listing of the steps and procedures that they can refer back to.
c. Visual Impairments: I will be sure to have additional, large print hand outs of the brainstorming sheet for this student. Also, their project will not be subject to the same size restrictions. They may make their box larger if it will help them to be able to carve their symbols better. Also, I will provide pre-made symbol stamps for their use.
 (
Name _________________________ Class_________________
) (
STORY SCAVENGER HUNT
)
	Find a symbol that is on at least 2 other people’s boxes. 


	Find a box that has a similar story to yours. How did you know it was similar?







	Find a box that surprises you. Why is it surprising?




	Try to guess the story of a box. If you’re not sure, then guess and make up a story.

	








	Find a an object that was in more then one person’s story box.



	Find three boxes that all have something in common with your box.


















































 (
Name: ________________________
Class: ___________________
)Story Box Rubric

Add up your total points and fill in the “I earned this grade by…” section below.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
IDEA DEVLOPMENT AND BRAINSTORMING:
· Including a clay tools and techniques exploration page, a page of 7 symbols and 3 colors, a brainstorming sheet about what objects they are using to represent themselves in their personal museum, a final journal reflection (2 pages) about connections they made with others through learning about their stories from their story boxes.

________ 1= Incomplete, missing, or very little effort put into journal and sketchbook entries
________ 10= Journals entries are completed, but need more information, more sketches, etc.
________ 20= All journal entries are completed, with thoughtful responses, and all sketches included 

FINAL PROJECT:
· Story Box:
________ 1=clay box is incomplete, broken, or unpainted; there are not enough symbols on the box.
________ 10= Clay box is completed, but some of the joints are not sturdy; it is painted with at least 2 colors of paint, and has at least 3 different symbols carved into it.
________ 20= Clay box is completed, with good craftsmanship, and is neatly painted with at least 3 colors, and has at least 5 symbols carved into it.
· Objects:
________ 1=There are no objects in the personal museum; no thought put into choosing objects for the museum
________ 5=At least 3 objects in student’s personal museum; Objects are somewhat thoughtfully chosen
________ 10= At least 5 objects thoughtfully chosen to represent student in personal museum

	
PARTICIPATION: 
________ 1= Student does not show good listening skills, does not respond to other students work
________ 5=Student shows good listening skills, contributed to class discussions, usually thoughtful
________ 10=student shows consistent good listening skills, adds thoughtful contributions to class discussions

SUPPLIES AND TOOL CARE: 
________ 1=very little care shown for supplies and tools; did not clean up after themselves
________ 5=mostly took care of supplies; usually cleaned and put tools away properly; cleaned up after themselves
________ 10=took excellent care of tools, always cleaned and put away; always cleaned up after themselves; always used supplies correctly


_______  / 70


I earned this grade by…

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
